
Puppet State Theatre Company 
Presents 

The Man Who Planted Trees 
 

 
 

A heart-warming adaptation of Jean Giono’s wonderful environmental tale 
 

“It is very, very rare to find something that appeals as effortlessly to children and adults 
as this magical show.” ***** The Scotsman 
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The Man Who Planted Trees 
 
A captivating adaptation by Puppet State Theatre Company of Jean Giono’s 
environmental cult classic. A French shepherd sets out with his dog to plant a forest and 
transform a barren wasteland. As war rages across Europe, their young forest comes 
under threat. A unique blend of comedy, puppetry and storytelling, with sensory effects 
creating scents, wind and rain. An inspiring and unforgettable story that shows us the 
difference one man (and his dog!) can make to the world. 
 

Winner of the Eco Trust’s Eco Prize for Creativity 2007. 
Edinburgh International Fringe 2007 sell-out show. 

 
Performed by Richard Medrington (AA Milne’s Winnie The Pooh) and Rick Conte 
(Catherine Wheels’ Martha, Snow Baby). Directed by Ailie Cohen (Jazz Mouse, 
Rumplestiltskin, A Sheep Called Skye).  
 
Audience and Age Suitability 
For adults and children aged 7+ (though most 5s & 6s will love it too). Suitable for 
people with a range of special needs. Also enjoyed by older people and multi-generation 
family groups. 
 
Company Background 
Founded by Richard Medrington in 2002, Puppet State Theatre Company is one of 
Scotland’s leading theatre companies. This is their most successful show to date.  
 
Touring History 
The Man Who Planted Trees has been touring extensively since it began in May 2006. 
The production received seed-funding from the Scottish Arts Council. Touring in 2007 
covered Scotland, England and Ireland with shows at many theatres and schools as well 
as festivals including the Edinburgh International Children’s Festival and Baboro 
Children’s Festival in Galway. In 2008 the show went to arts festivals around the UK, 
Ireland, Bermuda and Malaysia. A successful three-week run at the Unicorn Theatre in 
London has led to a return run in 2009. 
 

www.puppetstate.com 
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Press Reviews 
 
“Laughs, heartbreak, war, regeneration, scented breezes, sparkling wit, the best dog 
puppet ever. Perfect for children and grown-ups. Terrific.”  The Guardian 
 
“Medrington’s voice is lilting and perfectly modulated, creating tension and pathos. 
Tempered by Conte’s jaunty puppet work with the dog, this is a multi-sensual and 
visually witty hour of children’s theatre.”  The Stage 
 
“Successfully combines the sounds and scents of hot Provençal summers, with a shade 
of tragedy and an irreverent canine comedian ... a fertile swathe of hilarity in this green 
and pleasant piece of theatre.” TimeOut ***** 5 Stars, Critics' Choice 
 
“Expertly put together and extremely entertaining … This is just a wonderful, enchanting 
piece of theatre for children or for adults.” British Theatre Guide 
 
“For all the laughs to be had along the way, the ending is genuinely touching. In the 
performance I saw I noticed the middle-aged man in the seat next to me take out a 
hankie and wipe a tear from his eye.” The Scotsman 
 

 
 
Audience Feedback 
 
Entrancing - a unique experience that tugs at the heart strings, induces chuckles of pure 
delight and warm tears of joy and sadness - not to be missed!  
Robin Harper, Member of the Scottish Parliament, Scottish Green Party 
 
Absolutely wonderful. Everyone has come out smiling on the inside and the outside!  
Beth Edwards, Polka Theatre   
 
Magical (effortlessly so), Moving (unexpectedly so), Majestic (monumentally so). A 
MUST SEE show!  
Leon Conrad, Storyteller  
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I don't know what to say about this show - except it is gob-smackingly brilliant. The 
actors are perfect, the staging is innovative and engaging, the script is funny, the special 
effects work brilliantly and are beautiful in their simplicity, the tech was flawless... I saw 
children laughing, parents and grandparents laughing, I was laughing, my friends (in 
their twenties) were laughing. I left wanting more. More of the show and more for the 
environment. This show is worth more than five stars. If you don't go and see it then I 
think you will have genuinely missed out. 
MB 
 
Second time I've seen it. I have reviewed over 35 shows at the Fringe for Three Weeks 
and this is undoubtedly the best. Tommy Chambers 
 
I was worried the boys (12, 14) would think it was too young for them but it was 
fantastic.  
Annie, 49 
 
Recommendations from Younger Audiences 
 
I never laughed so much IN MY LIFE!  Roger, age 8 
 
I loved it. I thought the script was excellent – the dog was funny and the puppets and 
props were amazing. But what was really good, you could tell that the man made it true 
and wonderful and made a picture in your mind. Excellent. I would definitely recommend 
it!!!  Ashlan, age 8 
 
I’ve been to lots of plays with my dad and this was the best ever.   Anon, age 11 
 
I really enjoyed the show, but the dog was the funniest.  Delani, age 9 
 
Excellent … I really liked the models. I also liked the show because it gave me 
emotions.  Luke, age 7 

This show makes your imagination come alive. It makes you think that 1 man could 
make such a big difference. It's made me realise what a difference I can make! [ps] the 
dog was great!  Caitlin, age 8 

The puppetry was done very skilfully by Rick Conte, who seemed to 'fade away' into the 
background behind his puppet, and made everyone giggle at dog's jokes, even the 
teachers, but still managed to keep it serious and touching at the end. Everyone loved 
this play with a great message, and it is great for a wide audience of adults and children 
alike. I would thoroughly recommend it to anyone.   
Leah Edwards, Year 8, Rugby High School 
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Technical Requirements 
 

Production Outline 
Touring team 1 Stage Manager/Technician and 2 Performers 

 
Set A folding screen.  

Two tree-shaped, hessian-covered fans in wooden stands. 
Two plinths – flight cases on lockable wheels – covered with coloured cloth 
create a number of different scenic elements and containing puppets and 
props. 
Two wooden chairs. 
These items are used in various configurations within a black box performance 
area. 

Running Time 55 minutes with no interval.  
 

Playing Space 
Stage Plan 

 
Dimensions Minimum 6m wide x 5m deep. NB – we can play in a range of widths, but the 

key measurement is the approx. 5m depth needed from back of stage area to 
first row audience. 2m needed from front of plinths to 1st row of audience. 
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Front Elevation 

 
Optimal 
audience size 

150. In an auditorium with larger capacity, audience has better views when 
seated centrally.  

Seating End on with raked seating preferred. Ideal theatre space: black box studio 
with raked seating and access to audience through aisles during scenes with 
wafting of smells. If a raised stage is used, steps are needed to allow 
performers safe access to audience.  

Sound 
PA Use of venue facilities required 
Speakers House Left and House Right driven in stereo 
Playback 2 CD or 2 MD to be supplied by venue 
Control Sound desk to be provided by the venue. The sound control needs to be 

positioned next to the LX control to allow both systems to be operated by one 
person. A control position with open windows or otherwise non-soundproof is 
preferred. Failing this adequate show relay must be provided to allow clear 
monitoring of playback levels. 

Lighting 
Rig summary Front of house washes: wide warm, centre warm, wide cool, centre cool, 

moonlight effect, red bomb flash, leafy breakup gobo.  
Down-lights: screen and plinths.  
Dimmable house lights. 

Control 20 scenes/cues. Lighting desk to be provided by the venue. Lighting is usually 
operated by our Stage Manager but venue staff may be asked to operate 
lighting if the lighting and sound control desks are not adjacent to each other.  
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Lighting States 
LXQ #  Name Description 

1 Preset 
House lights up, faint cool wash over full width of playing area, with slightly 
brighter cover (possible downlight) on the dismal village set on the central 
plinth. Enough for arriving audience to see the set.  

2 Hiya Warm-ish wash over central playing area. Warm day, warm atmosphere, nice 
people.   

3* Journey Brighter, warmer wash over full width of playing area. Travelling by foot through 
South of France, hot and thirsty.  

House lights up when Rick comes through audience with lavender-infused fan.  

4 Villages Dimmer, cooler wash over central plinth. Harsh, uninviting area, unhappy 
people live there.  

5* Delirious Warm wash over full width of playing area. Travelling by foot through South of 
France, very hot and very thirsty. 

6 Inside Warm-ish wash over central playing area. Well-kept shepherd’s hut. A nice 
place to stay.  

7 Bedtime Cool, faint wash over central playing area. Getting ready for bed and lighting a 
(battery operated) candle.  

8 Moon Sudden cut to cooler, fainter wash over central playing area. Candle blown out 
– all sleeping.   

9* Wake 
up 

Warm wash over full width of playing area. Happy day of planting trees and 
chasing sheep.  

10 1914 Cooler, faint wash over full width of playing area. Red (and optional white) flash 
button. Gruesome WW1 battles.  

11* Fresh 
air 

Warm wash over full width of playing area. 10 second transition from end of 
war.  

12 Visitor Cooler wash over central playing area. Bad bureaucrat hatches evil plan.  

13* MP Warmer wash over full width of playing area. Politician’s dubious environmental 
rallying speech.  

14 WW2 Cooler, brighter wash over central playing area. Power-crazed politician’s 
greedy song and dance number.  

15* Post war Warm-ish wash over full width of playing area. Return to the once-barren area.  

16 Breeze Warmer, brighter wash over full width of playing area. (Ripple tank option). 
Streams flowing, birds singing, lush woodland.  

House lights up when Rick comes through audience with forest-infused fan. 
17 Village Warmest wash over full width of playing area with option of warm downlight on 

plinth. Joyful, beautiful village.  

18 Died Dimmer warm wash over full width of playing area with downlight on top of 
screen. Our hero dies peacefully.  

19 Well 
done Warm wash over central playing area. Intimate feel for conclusion of the story.  

20 Post 
show House lights up, warm wash over full width of playing area.  

* Same state 
When not programming states, we can operate manually from a few subgroup faders:  
A good basic set would be: wide warm, centre warm, wide cool, centre cool, moon, red, leafy gobo, 
downlight on screen special, house lights, 
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Schedule and Staffing Required from Venue 
Schedule We require a lighting pre-rig prior to the Load In 

Load In, focus and plotting takes 2½ hours 
Load Out requires 1 hour 

Load In Staffing Load In Staffing 1 Technician required from venue 
 

Show Staffing 
 

1 Technician required from venue who may be required to operate lighting. 
NB Our stage manager is at the sound and light control position for the show, 
with only the actors onstage. 

Load Out 
Staffing 

Load out is simple and does not require additional staffing, although help 
carrying is often appreciated.  
 

Access 
Load In/Out 
Access 

Level or ramped, minimum of steps and a reasonable distance from vehicle to 
stage. A goods lift is appreciated where stage is far from loading level. There 
are no exceptionally large or heavy items.  

 
 
 

   
 
 
 
Booking Information 
 
For bringing “The Man Who Planted Trees” to your community, contact: 
 
Holden & Arts Associates 
PO Box 50120 Austin, TX 78763 
512 477-1859 
sm@holdenarts.org 
www.holdenarts.org  


