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The Arts Centre Melbourne’s Performances Program is dedicated to fostering the arts by giving 

schools the opportunity to see a diverse range of excellent theatre in fully produced form. 

 
These teacher notes have been designed to complement the Victorian Essential Learning Standards. 
 
Activity suggestions are arranged according to theme and/or broad focus area. This arrangement is 
designed to serve educators as a useful guide toward drawing cross-curricular links across VELS 
domains and to complement whole school planning. 
 
Themes will be addressed across learning strands via activities relating to domains of relevance that 
draw upon applicable knowledge, skills and behaviours (VELS dimensions). 
Activity suggestions can be adapted by teachers to suit student levels. 
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The Man Who Planted Trees (French title “L'homme qui Plantait des Arbres”) was written by French author 
Jean Giono and first published in 1953.  
 
The story begins in the year 1910 when a young man, who is hiking through Provence, France, runs out of 
water in a desolate valley where only wild lavender grows. He meets a shepherd, Elzéard Bouffier, who is 
planting a forest acorn by acorn. Bouffier’s efforts eventually transform the entire region.  
 
Many readers believed that Elzéard Bouffier was a real person who Jean Giono had met. However, Giono 
explained that Bouffier was indeed a fictional character.  
 
Giono allowed for “L'homme qui Plantait des Arbres” to be translated and distributed freely. He had not 
written it for money, but because he wanted people to appreciate and be motivated to plant trees.  
 
The play of The Man Who Planted Trees is narrated by a man named Jean along with Elzéard Bouffier’s 
dog.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Puppet State Theatre Company is based in Edinburgh. The company produces live theatre with puppetry, 
storytelling, multi-sensory devices, and a dash of improvisation. 
 
Puppeteer, Richard Medrington, founded the theatre company with Rick Conte and Ailie Cohen in 2006. 
The Man Who Planted Trees has toured to schools, village halls, theatres, and festivals across the UK and 
Ireland, as well as in Malaysia, Bermuda, the Netherlands, USA, Canada and Australia. 
 
Performers: Richard Medrington and Rick Conte 
 
Further information on Puppet State Theatre Company can be found at the company’s website:  

 
http://www.puppetstate.com 
 
http://www.puppetstate.com/about 
 
 

 
For some students, seeing The Man Who Planted Trees may be a first experience of live theatre. The 
following page can be used as a worksheet to promote discussion on what constitutes appropriate audience 
behaviour at a live performance. 
 

 
  

ABOUT THE MAN WHO PLANTED TREES 
 

ABOUT PUPPET STATE THEATRE COMPANY 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Provence
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/France
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lavender
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jean_Giono
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THEME #1: NATURE 
 
The Man Who Planted Trees illustrates improvements that can be made to what was once a barren 
environment. The focus of the following activities is on natural surroundings, nature, and ecosystems. 
 
• TREES 
 
VELS Information: 
 

Domains: Interpersonal Development; Personal Learning; Science; Mathematics; English 

Dimensions: Working in teams; Managing personal learning; Science understanding; 
Measurement + Statistics; Speaking and listening; Writing 

 
Working individually or in small groups, have students work on the following: 
 

 Choose a tree (or other plant) in or around the school ground.  

 Describe your chosen tree in words and illustration. Describe the trunk, branches, leaves and any 
pods, buds, flowers, or fruit. 

 What are the tree’s measurements? 

 What is the tree’s texture? What do its trunk, branches, leaves feel like? 

 What does the tree smell like? 

 Are there any bugs on or near the tree? If so, describe them. 

 Describe the tree’s surroundings.  

 How much sun, shade, and water does the plant get? 
 
Have students visit the tree on a regular basis and make observations and recordings of any changes. 
 
Alternatively: Plant and look after a tree (or trees) at your school. First consider and decide what kind of 
tree and where to plant it: Where will the tree get a good balance of sun and shade? Where will it look the 
best? Where will it be most appreciated? Have students predict and record the growth rate, for the first 
days/weeks/months, and see whose predictions are most accurate. 
 
A useful site on how to plant a tree can be found at:   
http://www.kidsface.org/pages/plant.html 
 
This work can be a solid entry point to learning about sunlight, our ecosystem, trees’ production of oxygen, 
absorption of carbon dioxide, photosynthesis, etc. 
 
 

 

LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
 

http://www.kidsface.org/pages/plant.html
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• BYPRODUCTS OF TREES 
 
VELS Information: 
 

Domains: Interpersonal Development; Personal Learning; Science; Civics and Citizenship; 
English 

Dimensions: Working in teams; Managing personal learning; Science understanding; Civic 
knowledge and understanding; Speaking and listening; Writing 

 
Working individually or in small groups, have students address the following:  
 

 In what ways do trees and their byproducts support life? 

 In what ways do trees and their byproducts offer protection? 

 In what ways do trees and their byproducts give people pleasure? 

 Why are trees important? 
 
Together with students brainstorm a list of byproducts of trees. Have students state the case for the need for 
tree planting with a focus on ways in which trees and their byproducts benefit people, wildlife, 
industry, etc. Have students articulate why it is in our interests to plant trees and protect them. 
 
 
• THREE-DIMENSIONAL GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION 
 
VELS Information: 
 

Domains: Interpersonal Development; English; The Arts; Mathematics; The 
Humanities – Geography; The Humanities – History; The Humanities – 
Economics; Languages 

Dimensions: Working in teams; Speaking and listening; Writing; Creating and making; 
Working Mathematically; Geographic knowledge and understanding, 
Geographical skills; Historic knowledge and understanding, Historic 
Skills; Economic knowledge and understanding; Intercultural knowledge; 
Communicating in a language other than English 

 
In The Man Who Planted Trees, the puppeteers display a miniature model of the village near  l  ard 
Bouffier’s home.  
 
Working as a full class or in smaller groups, collaboratively design and create a three-dimensional model 
of a chosen or allocated environment for display, eg. an area of country Victoria, Melbourne CBD, 
Docklands, your school suburb, regions of your school’s LOT , the moon.  
 
First design a ground-plan for the location and transfer this onto a flat or graduated base. Then, have 
individuals or small groups create made-to-measure three dimensional models of plants, buildings and other 
features to be fitted onto the base. 
 
Assemble and display the three dimensional geographic location.  
 
Conduct guided tours and/or prepare maps or brochures of the location for visitors from elsewhere. 
Tours can be conducted in  nglish or in the language of your school’s LOT  for models that represent those 
locations. The tour may involve seeing the sights, meeting inhabitants, tasting local produce, learning about 
the history, geography, culture and/or trade of the location. 
 
Extension activity: In The Man Who Planted Trees the audience see two miniature models of the village 
near  l  ard Bouffier’s home, and witness how the village changes over time from desolate and unfriendly 
to warm and prosperous. Have students imagine how their chosen or allocated geographic location might 
change over time. Their task is to design and/or construct further models of their original geographic 
location that illustrate changes or developments that may occur to that space over time. 
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THEME #2: SUSTAINABILITY 
 
The Man Who Planted Trees promotes sustainability. The focus of the following activities is on conservation 
and creative recycling. 
 
 
• ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
 
VELS Information: 
 

Domains: Interpersonal Development; Personal Learning; The Humanities – Geography; The 
Humanities – History; Science; English; ICT 

Dimensions: Working in teams; Managing personal learning; Geographical knowledge; Historical 
knowledge and understanding; Science knowledge; Speaking and listening; Writing; 
ICT for communicating 

 
Have students draw on their own existing knowledge, research, and interviews with others in order to 
address the following: 
 

 In what ways do people use trees?  

 How did people use trees in the past? 

 What has changed about ways that people use trees? 

 Where, when, how, and why should tree planting occur? 

 How can we best take care of and protect trees?  

 Victoria is often in danger of bushfires. In what ways can people best protect our wildlife (plants and 
animals) from bushfires?  

 What other dangers are there for trees?  
 
 
Student responses can be presented in written word, spoken word, illustration, and/or data show 
presentation. 
 
 
• RECYCLING  
 
VELS Information: 
 

Domains: Interpersonal Development; Personal Learning; Civics and Citizenship; The Arts 
Dimensions: Working in teams; Managing personal learning; Civic knowledge and understanding; 

Creating and making 
 
Together with students, discuss where and how used objects and materials can be recycled. Why might this 
be a good idea? Taking this notion, have students collect discarded materials and objects, and ask them to 
design and recycle materials into something with a specific function such as furnishing, toys, clothing. 
Display or demonstrate recycled goods to one another. 
 
Alternative activities:  
 
1) Working as a whole class, use clean scrap objects to create a growing sculpture in a school space. 
Begin to build a sculpture, and add more collected items to the sculpture day by day, observing and enjoying 
how it grows and develops. The piece may eventually evolve into a large-scale installation. Collected items 
can be sorted according to shape, size and/or colour and separate sculptures built in different parts of the 
classroom that are made exclusively of items or particular shapes, sizes and/or colour/s.  
 
2) Have students create original musical instruments from junk materials that can make sounds through 
hitting, tapping, flicking, scrunching, blowing, beating, strumming or plucking. Have students explore and 
demonstrate the sound/s that their recycled-materials instruments can make. Arrange groups and 
instruments in a semi-circle. Assign a conductor to lead a wacky performance of an original or well known 
piece of music. 
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THEME #3: COMMUNITY SPIRIT  

 
The Man Who Planted Trees illustrates improvements that can be made to community and environment 
through thinking of others. The focus of the following activities is on selflessness, good deeds and 
motivation. 
 
 
• REMARKABLE HISTORICAL FIGURES 
 
VELS Information: 
 

Domains: Interpersonal Development; Personal Learning; Civics and Citizenship; The 
Humanities – History; English; ICT 

Dimensions: Building social relationships; Managing personal learning; Civic knowledge and 
understanding; Historic knowledge and understanding; Speaking and listening; 
Writing; ICT for communicating 

 
In The Man Who Planted Trees,  l  ard Bouffier is admired for leaving the world a better place because of 
what he did during his life. Share this sentiment with students and ask them to research into real historical 
(or contemporary) figures whose actions, endeavours, or discoveries have improved the world.  
 
Have students share their findings with one another via written, spoken or data-show presentation. 
 
 
• COMMUNITY SERVICE:  
 
VELS Information: 
 

Domains:: Interpersonal Development; Personal Learning; Civics and Citizenship; English 

Dimensions: Building social relationships; Managing personal learning; Civic knowledge and 
understanding; Community engagement; Speaking and listening; Writing;. 

 
Have students consider the following:  
 
In The Man Who Planted Trees,  l  ard Bouffier worked tirelessly to build a wonderful forest. He was not 
acknowledged or paid for doing this work.  

 Why do you think  l  ard did it?  

 Why do you think  l  ard did not boast about what he had done? 

  l  ard Bouffier is a character in a story. Report on the good deeds of a real person who you know 
of. What does that person do? What do you think motivates that person?  

 What sorts of things can young people like you do that would help others or the environment? 
 
Student responses can be presented in written word, spoken word, and/or illustration. 
 
This could be used as a lead-in to volunteer work or community service projects. A starting point to seeking 
out volunteering opportunities can be found at the following Victorian website:  
 
http://volunteeringvictoria.org.au/volunteer/volunteering-as-a-student 
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•  MOTIVATION 
 

Domains: Interpersonal Development; Personal Learning; Civics and Citizenship; English; 
Mathematics 

Dimensions: Building social relationships; Managing personal learning; Civic knowledge and 
understanding; Community engagement; Speaking and listening; Writing; Number 
and calculation 

 
Have students address the following: 
 

 Books normally cost several dollars each. Usually writers get some money from every sale of a book 
that they have written. Imagine if a writer got $2.00 from every sale of his/her book. How much 
money would the writer get if he/she sold 3 copies, 30 copies, 300 copies, 3,000 copies, 30,000 
copies? How much money would a writer get if he/she got $2.50 from every sale? 

 Jean Giono, the writer of The Man Who Planted Trees, allowed for the book to be translated and 
distributed freely to people all over the world. In other words, he did not get any money for the book. 
Why do you think Jean Giono did not want to get money from The Man who Planted Trees?  

 Can you think of other reasons why a writer might not want any money for a book that he or she may 
have written? 

 
Extension: Working as a whole group or in small groups, have students decide on a message that they 
would like to communicate to others. For example students might want to communicate something to other 
children in their school or in other areas of the state/country/world; to senior citizens in your area; to victims 
of natural disaster; etc. Have students collaboratively conceive and write a book that conveys the chosen 
message that they want others to take note of. Create and distribute the book freely for others to read. The 
book can be printed in hard copy or posted up on the net. 
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THEME #4: RELAYING INFORMATION  
 
The focus of the following activities is on the sharing of information through description and research. 
 
 
• AREAS OF INTEREST 
 
VELS Information: 
 

Domains: Interpersonal Development; Personal Learning; The Humanities – Geography; The 
Humanities – History; Science; English; ICT 

Dimensions: Building social relationships; Managing personal learning; Geographic knowledge 
and understanding; Geographical skills; Historic knowledge and understanding; 
Science understanding; Speaking and listening; Writing; ICT for communicating 

 
Have students choose topics relevant to The Man Who Planted Trees to research, eg. trees, the 
environment, World Wars I and II, Jean Giono (the author of the original story), Wangari Matthai (Kenyan 
Nobel prize winner who founded an environmental protection organisation which focussed on the planting of 
trees).  
 
Have students access libraries, the net, government bodies, institutions to find out more about their chosen 
area and present findings to one another via written, spoken or data-show presentation. 
 
 
• DESCRIBE IT 
 
VELS Information: 
 

Domains: Interpersonal Development; Personal Learning; English 

Dimensions: Working in teams; Managing personal learning; Speaking and listening 

 
Have students tackle the following: 
 

In The Man Who Planted Trees,  l  ard Bouffier thought that the land was dying for the lack of trees. 
He may have been worried that certain plants and wildlife would become extinct.  
 
Imagine that you meet someone who has never seen a tree in his or her life. Describe a 
tree so that that person would understand what a tree is. (HINT: describe how parts of the 
tree look, smell, sound, feel, taste) 

 
Extension activity: Have students describe other items so that someone who had never seen or experienced 
that item would understand what it was like, e.g. describe an egg, honey, fork, stapler, washing machine, 
etc. 
 
Alternatively have students ask questions to identify a mystery item. See if the item can be guessed within 
10 X YES/NO questions. 
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• BIRD’S EYE VIEW  
 
VELS Information: 
 

Domains: Interpersonal Development; Personal Learning; English; The Arts 

Dimensions: Working in teams; Managing personal learning; Speaking and listening; 
Writing; Creating and making 

 
The Man Who Planted Trees charts the development of a desolate wasteland into a lush forest.  
 
Have students imagine that they are birds flying above the land that  l  ard Bouffier tended to at the 
start of the story. Describe and/or illustrate the people and things that they see occurring below. Then 
re-describe and/or illustrate what they see at different time intervals, e.g. after 5 years, 25 years, 50 years, 
200 years. 
 
This activity can be conducted for other locations too, e.g. urban streets, rural areas, your school suburb. 
Descriptions can be represented in speech, writing, illustration or dramatic form. Encourage students to be 
detailed in describing changes that they think may occur. 
 
 
• DOG YEARS 
 
VELS Information: 
 

Domains: Personal Learning; Interpersonal Development; Mathematics 

Dimensions: The individual learner; Working in teams; Working mathematically 

 
Have students address the following: 
 

People believe that one human year is equal to approximately seven dog years.  
 

 Why do you think people believe that 1 human year = 7 dog years? 

 Do you think this is correct? Why? 

 Calculate the dog years for a dog that is 2 years old 

 Calculate the dog years for a dog that is 10 years old 

 Calculate the dog years for a dog that is 1 and a half years old 

 Create ‘dog year’ mathematical questions for your classmates to solve. 
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THEME #5: STORYTELLING  
 
The Man Who Planted Trees is based on a famous children’s story written by French author Jean Giono.  
 
The focus of the following activities is on narrative and storytelling. 

 

• ENGAGING STORYTELLING  
 
VELS Information: 
 

Domains: Personal Learning; Interpersonal Development; English; The Arts 
Dimensions: Managing personal learning; Working in teams; Speaking and listening; Creating and 

making 
 
Discuss with students the skills involved in the telling of a story. What qualities maintain or heighten a 
listener’s interest? List these, e.g. eye-contact, facial expression, gesture, pause, variation in rhythm, 
stress, pitch, pace, volume, etc. What qualities might lose a listener’s interest? e.g. shuffling around, 
mumbling, fidgeting, speaking in a monotone, speaking too slowly/quickly, etc. Where students have seen 
The Man Who Planted Trees, have students identify ways in which the narrators (Jean and the dog) held 
their attention. 
 
Have students prepare and tell simple stories to one another (3rd person narrative) bearing the preceding 
discussion in mind.  
 
Have each student tell his or her story again, but in the first person. Identify if and how this changes the 
impact and effect of the story. 
 
 
• BRINGING STORIES TO LIFE  
 
VELS Information: 
 

Domains: Interpersonal Development; English; The Arts 

Dimensions: Working in teams; Speaking and listening; Creating and making; 
Exploring and responding 

 
In The Man Who Planted Trees the story is brought to life through puppetry and acting.  
 
Divide the class into several groups. While one group of students tell a story (made up or well known), 
have a second group embody the story, eg. as it is being told. This will work best if the action of stories is 
narrated one sentence at a time. Encourage students to embody everything that the storytellers mention, eg. 
not just characters, but also objects, buildings, weather conditions, etc. Other groups can serve as an 
audience (whilst also supplying relevant sound effects as required).  
 
Rotate so that each group has a go at each task. 
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• IMAGINE IF 
 
VELS Information: 
 

Domains: Interpersonal Development; Personal Learning; English; The Arts 
Dimensions: Working in teams; Managing personal learning; Speaking and listening; Writing; 

Creating and making 
 
Where students have seen or read the story of The Man Who Planted Trees, hypothesise what might 
have happened had certain things in the story been different, e.g.  
- if  l  ard had wanted to be paid for planting trees  
- if  l  ard had had a team of helpers 
- if  l  ard’s wife and child had not died 
- if  l  ard had wanted to be famous 
- if the landowners had accused  l  ard of trespassing on their property 
- if El  ard’s dog had appeared on national television to promote  l  ard’s work 
 
Have students follow one or more “What would have happened if...” questions and retell the story 
accordingly. Stories can be retold in written, spoken, illustrated or dramatised form. 
 
 

 
 
 
• MESSAGES 
 
VELS Information: 
 

Domains: Interpersonal Development; Personal Learning; English 

Dimensions: Working in teams; Managing personal learning; Speaking and listening; 
Writing; Reading 

 
Have students identify messages or lessons that The Man Who Planted Trees communicates. Can 
students think of other stories that also communicate messages about preserving our natural environment? 
If so, have students discuss why it is that similar messages are conveyed across a number of stories.  
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Other children’s books on themes relating to environmental preservation include:  
 

 The Lorax, by Dr. Seuss 

 The Curious Garden by Peter Brown 

 Planting the Trees of Kenya by Claire Nivola  

 Curious George Plants a Tree by Monica Perez 

 The Man Who Lived in a Hollow Tree by Anne Shelby  

 Wangari’s Trees of Peace by Jeanette Winter 

 Johnny Appleseed by Rosemary & Stephen Vincent Benet  

 Johnny Appleseed by Jane Yolen  
 
 
• INSPIRATION  

VELS Information: 
 

Domains: Interpersonal Development; Personal Learning; The Arts 

Dimensions: Working in teams; Managing personal learning; Creating and making; 
Exploring and responding 

 
The story of The Man Who Planted Trees is one of many stories written by Jean Giono. Have students 
address the following:  
 

 Where do you think writers and other artists get their ideas?  

 What original story do you have in your head?  

 What form do you want your original story to take? (e.g. book, picture book, play, ballet, musical, 
opera, film, cartoon, TV show)  

 
Have students pursue and produce their ideas. 
 
Where ideas are not forthcoming, have students listen to music, look at art, daydream, and/or experience 
nature for inspiration. 
 
 
• BOOK ILLUSTRATION  
 
VELS Information: 
 

Domains: Interpersonal Development; Personal Learning; The Arts 

Dimensions: Working in teams; Managing personal learning; Creating and making 

 
Together with students look at and discuss an assortment of illustrations from different children’s books. 
Which ones appeal most? Which do not? Have students articulate why/why not.  
 
Together with students, subdivide the story of The Man Who Planted Trees into segments for illustration, 
making sure to include key elements of the story. 
 
Have students create illustrations for specific segments of the story. Share these and identify how effectively 
the illustrations match the story.  
 
Extension: Have students write (or tell) short stories (original tales or well-known ones). Assign each 
student a classmate’s story to illustrate, paying attention to what is described in words.  
View these and identify how effectively stories and their illustrations match.  
Students may create a class library of picture books. 
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• DIFFERENT VERSIONS  
 
VELS Information: 
 

Domains: Interpersonal Development; Personal Learning; English; The Arts 

Dimensions: Working in teams; Managing personal learning; Speaking and listening; 
Writing; Exploring and responding; Creating and making 

 
The play The Man Who Planted Trees was adapted from Jean Giono’s original book.  
 
Where students have experienced the play as well as the book or the animated film version, compare these. 
Ascertain which version/s students prefer, and why.  
Different versions of The Man Who Planted Trees can be accessed via the following websites: 

 
http://www.perso.ch/arboretum/man_tree.htm 
 
http://www.ftpf.org/The_Man_Who_Planted_Trees.pdf 
 
An animated film version by Frédéric Back released in 1987 can be found on youtube at: 

    http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PYlsIZXCQa4 
 
 
Together with students, list other books that were turned into films, plays, ballets, cartoons, e.g. Sleeping 
Beauty, Beauty and the Beast, Harry Potter, The Little Mermaid, The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe, The 
Hobbit, etc. Working individually or in small groups, have students present comparisons between two or 
more versions of the same story. Encourage students to identify which version/s they prefer, and 
articulate why. These could take the form of written or oral presentations. 
 
Extension activity: Have students take a story that they know, and remodel it into a different form, e.g. 
cartoon to story book, storybook to ballet, comic book to puppet show, etc. 
 
 
• POINTS OF VIEW 
 
VELS Information: 
 

Domains: Interpersonal Development; Personal Learning; English 

Dimensions: Working in teams; Managing personal learning; Speaking and listening; 
Writing 

 
The Man Who Planted Trees is narrated by a character called Jean. Have students retell the story in the 
voice of another character from the tale, eg.  l  ard Bouffier, the dog, one of  l  ard’s sheep or bees, a 
jealous neighbour, a government official etc. This could be done in the form of a series of blogs or journal 
entries created over the period during which  l  ard’s forest developed. 
 
Tell other well-known stories from the points of view of different characters who feature in the stories. For 
example, events that occur in the story of Harry Potter would be recalled and told very differently by Harry 
Potter and Draco Malfoy.  
 
Have students identify why perspectives of events may vary from character to character. 
 
 
  

http://www.perso.ch/arboretum/man_tree.htm
http://www.ftpf.org/The_Man_Who_Planted_Trees.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PYlsIZXCQa4
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• TRANSLATING FROM ENGLISH 
 
VELS Information: 
 

Domains: Interpersonal Development; Personal Learning; Languages 

Dimensions: Working in teams; Managing personal learning; Communicating in a 
language other than English; Language awareness 

 
Author Jean Giono wrote The Man Who Planted Trees in French. The French title for the story is L'Homme 
Qui Plantait Des Arbres.  
 
Discuss with students what would be involved in translating a book into another language.  
 
Choose a simple English language storybook, and have students work in small groups and translate 
several allocated pages of the story into your school’s LOTE. Collaboratively correct/edit the draft and 
produce a classroom copy of the translated pages complete with illustrations and credits for translators.  
 
A classroom collection of LOTE storybooks can be created. 
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THEME #6: THEATRE ARTS 

 
The focus of the following activities is on theatre craft, creation, production, review and appreciation. 
 
 
• REVIEW  
 
VELS Information: 
 

Domains: Interpersonal Development; Personal Learning; English; The Arts; Communication; 
Thinking 

Dimensions: Working in teams; Managing personal learning; Speaking and listening; Writing; 
Listening, viewing and responding; Reflection, evaluation  

 
Have students discuss the following by way of reviewing The Man Who Planted Trees: 
 

o Which part of The Man Who Planted Trees did you like best? Why?  
o What did you think about the puppets in The Man Who Planted Trees? How did the puppeteers 

control the puppets movements? Which puppet/s did you like best? Why?  
o What did the music in The Man Who Planted Trees add to the atmosphere of the show?  
o Comment on the skills of the performers in The Man Who Planted Trees. How long do you think it 

would have taken them to prepare and practice the show?  
o Were there any parts of the show that you did not like? Why?  
o Compare The Man Who Planted Trees with other live performances you may have seen. 
o Give The Man Who Planted Trees a mark out of 10. Explain why you gave the performance the mark 

that you did. 
 
 
• SOUND AND MUSIC 
 
VELS Information: 
 

Domains: Interpersonal Development; The Arts 

Dimensions: Working in teams; Creating and making; Exploring and responding 

 
In The Man Who Planted Trees sound-effects and music were used to evoke mood and atmosphere. Where 
students have seen the performance, recall what these were, e.g. howling wind, gunfire blasts, folk music, 
etc. 
 
Using voice, implements and/or musical instruments, have students create sounds to represent locations 
or feelings such as a desert, forest, busy city, underwater, outer-space, loneliness, confusion, fear, joy, 
tiredness. These can be recorded. Play or perform these for one another. See if others can identify the types 
of places or feelings being represented. Discuss the use of tempo, volume, rhythm, pause, speed and pitch 
to evoke different atmospheres.  
 
Create and record soundscapes where one type of sound changes into another, e.g. arid desert 
turning into a lush forest, a country town turning into a big city, a furious storm that turns into a gentle 
breeze, loneliness turning into joy, fear turning into strength, etc. 
 
Have small groups prepare or improvise short skits or dances to match recorded sound-effect 
sequences. 
 
Extension: Have students make and record soundscapes to represent a person’s progression through life, 
e.g. a baby growing into a child, adolescent, adult, and finally reaching old age. Have students prepare or 
improvise short performances to the recorded soundscape sequence. This activity could also be done to 
represent the life cycle of animals, plants or even objects. 
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• PUPPETRY 

 
VELS Information: 
 

Domains: Interpersonal Development; Personal learning; The Arts 

Dimensions: Working in teams; Managing personal learning; Creating and making 

 
The Man Who Planted Trees incorporates a variety of puppetry styles in representations of the dog,  l  ard 
Bouffier, a government official, a chicken, flocks of sheep, and birds. These puppets were made from 
materials such as fabrics, buttons and wire. 
 

 
 
Together with students, research puppetry styles such as glove, shadow, rod, and string. Point out to 
students that puppets can be manipulated by an individual puppeteer or by small groups of puppeteers.  
 
Design and construct puppets using materials such as fabric, card, and buttons. Using The Man Who 
Planted Trees as inspiration, have students explore ways by which to make their puppets age (e.g. adding 
white hair, whiskers, eyebrows). 
 
Encourage students to explore how they might manipulate their puppet character to appear to sleep, wake 
up, stretch, play, get tired, go to sleep, and also how to make their puppet characters appear to be a variety 
of different ages. Students may choose to use voice or sounds to do so.  
 
Encourage students to create short scenes that involve two or more puppet characters interacting with 
one another. A useful starting point is to decide on a location for the two characters to meet, e.g. on a tram, 
in a park, etc.  
 
Templates and instructions for making sock puppets by Puppet State Theatre Company can be found at: 
 
http://www.puppetstate.com/teaching-resources 
 
Other useful puppetry resources:  
 
http://www.sagecraft.com/puppetry 
 
The Puppetry Handbook by Anita Sinclair 
 

http://www.puppetstate.com/teaching-resources
http://www.sagecraft.com/puppetry
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• MULTI-SENSORY THEATRE 

 
VELS Information: 
 

Domains: Interpersonal Development; Science; The Arts 

Dimensions: Working in teams; Science understanding; Creating and making; 
Exploring and responding 

 
The production of The Man Who Planted Trees incorporates what Puppet State Theatre Company call 
“multi-sensory engagement”. For example, in order to evoke atmosphere, the actors fan lavender scent over 
the audience, making it possible for the audience to not only see and hear, but also smell specific settings of 
the story.  
 
Encourage students to consider ways in which multi-sensory theatre can be stimulating for audience 
members, and especially what it could offer to audience members with sensory disabilities, such as those 
who may not be able to see or hear.  
 
Using this as inspiration, have students work in small groups and narrate or perform an original or well-
known story, to be enhanced through the use of fans, scent, spray bottles, heating/cooling, sound 
effects, as well as safe and light-weight items such as bubbles, confetti, polystyrene chips.  
 
A variation on this activity is for students to design their performances to be performed to an audience who 
cannot see, e.g. the vision-impaired (or seeing-audiences with blindfolds on). Following performances, share 
feedback and identify ways in which the use of multi-sensory devices can add to the impact of a narrative. 
 
This work could be a solid entry point to learning about the senses and/or disability. 
 
 
• STORY TO STAGE 
 
VELS Information: 
 

Domains: Interpersonal Development; English; The Arts; Communication 

Dimensions: Working in teams; Speaking and listening; Writing, Creating and making 

 
Explain to students that Jean Giono wrote The Man Who Planted Trees in order for readers to appreciate 
trees and be motivated to plant trees. 
 
Where students have seen the performance, discuss what was involved in transforming the book into a play. 
 
Working as a full class (or in smaller groups) decide on a written (or original) story that has a message 
that students wish to communicate to an audience. Work together and transform the story into theatrical 
form. The piece may incorporate song, dance, puppetry, music, acting, narration, multi-sensory elements, 
etc. Production tasks may include script writing, design (set, prop, costume, poster), music, direction, sound, 
lighting, stage management, etc.  
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Puppet State Theatre Company -  http://www.puppetstate.com 
 
Versions of The Man Who Planted Trees can be found at the following sites: 
http://www.perso.ch/arboretum/man_tree.htm 
http://www.ftpf.org/The_Man_Who_Planted_Trees.pdf 
An animated film version by Frédéric Back released in 1987 can be found on youtube at: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PYlsIZXCQa4 
 
Children’s Literature on themes relating to environmental preservation: 

 The Curious Garden by Peter Brown 

 Planting the Trees of Kenya by Claire Nivola  

 Curious George Plants a Tree by Monica Perez 

 The Man Who Lived in a Hollow Tree by Anne Shelby  

 Wangari’s Trees of Peace by Jeanette Winter 

 Johnny Appleseed by Rosemary & Stephen Vincent Benet  

 Johnny Appleseed by Jane Yolen  

 The Lorax by Dr. Seuss 
 
Templates and instructions for making sock puppets - http://www.puppetstate.com/teaching-resources 
Informative puppetry web site - http://www.sagecraft.com/puppetry 
Practical puppet building book - ‘The Puppetry Handbook’ by Anita Sinclair 
 
Visit the Arts Centre Melbourne‘s ‘Page to Stage‘ web pages for practical and informative inspiration on 

theatre creation and production - http://pagetostage.artscentremelbourne.com.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
TreeProject is a non-profit community organisation dedicated to revegetating the Victorian landscape with 
indigenous trees, shrubs and grasses.  
 

TreeProject creates opportunities for people to help restore native bushland in the  suburbs and the country 

by growing and planting tree seeds as well as other related activities. TreeProject promotes a better 

understanding of the importance of retaining and regenerating local native species, and of their crucial role 

in soil, water, and air and habitat preservation. 

 
By involving Land-care and Farm tree groups, state and local governments, schools, clubs, and other 

organisations, families and individuals are provided the chance to play an active part in re-establishing 
healthy ecosystems - and a healthier environment. 
 
TreeProject's largest volunteer activity is our Volunteer Growing Program, part of the Re-Tree Scheme. 
Through this program, hundreds of volunteers from Melbourne, Geelong, Bendigo and other areas take 
home a 'growing kit' to propagate and tend seedlings for farmers and land-care groups across Victoria. In 
2002, volunteers propagated over 120,000 indigenous seedlings that were planted out in rural Victoria! 
 
For more information or to get your school involved, please visit - http://www.treeproject.asn.au/ 
 

RESOURCES 
 

WAYS TO GET INVOLVED  
 

http://www.puppetstate.com/
http://www.perso.ch/arboretum/man_tree.htm
http://www.ftpf.org/The_Man_Who_Planted_Trees.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PYlsIZXCQa4
http://www.puppetstate.com/teaching-resources
http://www.sagecraft.com/puppetry
http://pagetostage.artscentremelbourne.com.au/
http://www.treeproject.asn.au/

