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ABOUT OVERTURE CENTER FOR THE ARTS
Overture Center for the Arts fills a city block in downtown Madison with world-class venues for the performing 
and visual arts. Made possible by an extraordinary gift from Madison businessman W. Jerome Frautschi, the 
center presents the highest-quality arts and entertainment programming in a wide variety of disciplines for 
diverse audiences. Offerings include performances by acclaimed classical, jazz, pop, and folk performers; touring 
Broadway musicals; quality children’s entertainment; and world-class ballet, modern and jazz dance. Overture 
Center’s extensive outreach and educational programs serve thousands of Madison-area residents annually, 
including youth, older adults, people with limited financial resources and people with disabilities. The center is 
also home to ten independent resident organizations. 

Internationally renowned architect Cesar Pelli designed the center to provide the best possible environment  
for artists and audiences, as well as to complement Madison’s urban environment. Performance spaces  
range from the spectacular 2,250-seat Overture Hall to the casual and intimate Rotunda Stage. The renovated 
Capitol Theater seats approximately 1,110, and The Playhouse seats 350. In addition, three multi-purpose 
spaces provide flexible performance, meeting and rehearsal facilities. Overture Center also features several 
art exhibit spaces. Overture Galleries I, II and III display works by Dane County artists. The Playhouse Gallery 
features regional artists with an emphasis on collaborations with local organizations. The Wisconsin Academy 
of Sciences, Arts and Letter  s’ Watrous Gallery displays works by Wisconsin artists, and the Madison Museum 
of Contemporary Art offers works by national and international artists.
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Dear Teachers 
 
This Spotlight on Learning:  Educator’s 
Resource Guide for The Man Who Planted 
Trees OnStage performance is designed to:  
 

! Maximize students’ enjoyment and 
appreciation of the performance;  

! Extend the impact of the 
performance by providing discussion 
ideas, activities, and further reading 
that promote learning across the 
curriculum;  

! Promote arts literacy by expanding 
students’ knowledge of storytelling 
and theater; 

! Illustrate that the arts are a legacy 
reflecting the values, customs, 
beliefs, expressions, and reflections 
of a culture; 

! Use the arts to teach about the 
cultures of other people and to 
celebrate students’ own heritage 
through self-reflection. 

 
In this Resource Guide, you will find 
valuable information and suggestions for 
activities that can help prepare students to 
see this performance, ideas for follow-up 
activities and resources you can access on 
the web.  We’ve also included Wisconsin 
Academic Standards for each activity in 
order to align the experience with your 
curriculum requirements.  
 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

1 Letter to Teachers 
2 Student Backstage Pass 
3 About the Artists  
4 About the Story 
5 Pre-Performance Activities 
6 Science Activities 
8 Environmental Activities 
10 Art Activities 
11 Drama Activities 
12 Post-Performance Activities 
13 Additional Resources 
14 Wisconsin Academic Standards 

 

 
We Want Your Feedback! 
OnStage performances can be evaluated online! Evaluations are vital to the future and 
funding of this program. Your feedback educates us about the ways the program is utilized 
and we often implement your suggestions. CLICK HERE to fill out an online evaluation. We 
look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Enjoy the show! 
Overture Education Team 

http://www.overturecenter.com/community/overture-onstage%00


2 

.!/,#'!$0&12.!&3#$*&..$
Every performance you see is the result of many people working together to create a play. You 
see the Actors perform on stage, but there are people that you do not see who help before, 
during, and after each production.  
 

 

Playwrights adapt the stories you read in order to bring them 
off the page and on to the stage. 

 
 

 
What is the first thing you notice when you enter the theater? 

Write down all the things you remember. 
  

 

 
Set Designers create 
scenery and make the 
“place” of the story 
become a real location. 
 
Technicians create 
lighting and sound 
effects so that you can 
feel the mood of a 
scene. 

  
Did you feel caught up in the story? 
  
Directors develop a concept for 
the play, decide who the 
characters are, what the setting 
will be, help the actors bring the 
story to life, and communicate a 
message to the audience. 

 

 

Did the set change during the play? How did the lights set the mood? 
Draw a picture of what the audience might look like from the stage. 

 
 

 Costumers and Make-up 
Designers can turn actors into 
the characters you meet in the 
stories. 

 

 
 

Did the costumes fit the story? 
Did the characters come to life? 

   
Write how you 
think it might 
feel to be one of 
the actors.  
 
How would you 
react before the 
play began? 
What about after 
the show ends?  

 

Every performance is a collaborative effort 
that also requires you—the Audience! 
 
Attending a play is an exciting adventure 
unlike any other entertainment 
experience.  Live theater provides you 
with a unique opportunity to participate 
in a story “as it happens.”   
 
Enjoy the Show! 

 
What other theater job would you like to try?  Directing, Lighting, Sound, Stage Manager, Set 
designer, Costume designer or another role?  What skills might you need for that job? 
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Puppet State Theatre Company came across Jean Giono’s tale, The Man Who Planted Trees, in 
2005 and was immediately struck not only by the beauty and simplicity of its message, but 
also by its prophetic relevance to modern times. 

This multi-sensory theatrical adaptation of the environmental classic tells the inspiring story 
of a shepherd who plants a forest, acorn by acorn, transforming a barren wasteland. As much 
a touching tale as it is a hilarious puppet show, The Man Who Planted Trees shows us the 
difference one man (and his dog) can make to the world. 
 

 

 
The Book 
 

Author Jean Giono wrote The Man Who Planted Trees 
(French title L'homme qui plantait des arbres), also known 
as The Story of Elzéard Bouffier, The Most Extraordinary 
Character I Ever Met, and The Man Who Planted Hope 
and Reaped Happiness, in 1953. 
 
Read The Man Who Planted Trees 
Watch an animated video of the tale (30 minutes) 
 
 

 

http://www.puppetstate.com/index.html%00
http://www.pinetum.org/GionoUK.htm%00
http://www.nothingofficial.com/video/142952/The-man-who-planted-trees%00
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The story begins in the year 1910, when 
a young man is undertaking a lone 
hiking trip through Provence, France, 
and into the Alps, enjoying the relatively 
unspoiled wilderness. 

The young man runs out of water in  
treeless, desolate valley where only wild 
lavender grows and there is no trace of 
civilization except old, empty crumbling 
buildings.  He finds only a dried up well, 
but is saved by a middle-aged shepherd 
who takes him to a spring he knows of. 

Curious about the shepherd and why he 
has chosen such a lonely life, the young 
man stays with him for a time. 

 

 
The shepherd, after being widowed, has decided to restore the ruined ecosystem of the 
isolated and largely abandoned valley by single-handedly cultivating a forest, tree by tree. 
The shepherd, Elzéard Bouffier, makes holes in the ground with his curling pole and drops 
into the holes acorns that he has collected from many miles away. 

The young man leaves the shepherd and returns home, and later fights in the First World War. 
In 1920, shell-shocked and depressed after the war, the young man returns to the valley. He is 
surprised to see young saplings of all forms taking root in the valley, and new streams 
running through it where the shepherd has made dams higher up in the mountain. The 
young man makes a full recovery in the peace and beauty of the regrowing valley, and 
continues to visit Bouffier every year. Bouffier is no longer a shepherd, because he is worried 
about the sheep affecting his young trees, and has become a bee keeper instead. 

Over four decades, Bouffier continues to plant trees, and the valley is turned into a kind of 
Garden of Eden. By the end of the story, the valley has a vibrant ecosystem and is peacefully 
settled. The valley receives official protection after the First World War, (the authorities 
mistakenly believe that the rapid growth of this forest is a bizarre natural phenomenon, as 
they are unaware of Bouffier's selfless deeds), and more than 10,000 people move there, all of 
them unknowingly owing their happiness to Bouffier. The young man tells one of his friends 
in the government the truth about the natural forest, and the friend also helps protect the 
forest. 

The man visits the now very old Bouffier one last time in 1945, at the end of World War II. In a 
hospice in Banon, in 1947, the man who planted trees peacefully passes away. 
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Parts of A Tree 

Trees come in various shapes and sizes but all 
have the same basic structure.  

They have a central column called the trunk. 
The bark-covered trunk supports a framework 
of branches and twigs. This framework is 
called the crown. Branches, in turn, bear an 
outside covering layer of leaves.  A tree is 
anchored in the ground using a network of 
roots, which spread and grow thicker in 
proportion to the growth of the tree above 
the ground.  

Vocabulary 

 
Bark 

 
The protective outside covering of a woody stem or root. 
 

Cambium Thin layer of living cells that produce a new layer of wood each year, forming tree 
rings, which we can count to tell the age of a tree. The cambium lies between the 
xylem and phloem layers. 
 

Carbon 
Dioxide 

A colorless, odorless gas that is formed during respiration, combustion, and organic 
decomposition. 
 

Cellular 
Respiration 

The chemical breakdown of glucose to produce energy. The process is the opposite 
of photosynthesis. 
 

Chlorophyll The green substance found in leaves and needles that captures the sun's energy. 
 

Heartwood The hard, inactive wood at the center of the tree. 

Oxygen 
 

An element found freely in nature that is needed for humans and animals to be 
able to breathe and is necessary for nearly all combustion to occur. 

Phloem Layer of inner bark cells that transport food made by photosynthesis in the leaves 
to the rest of the plant. 

Roots 
 

The network below ground that anchors the tree in the soil. Root hairs push their 
way through the soil and absorb moisture and minerals from the soil. 

Sapwood Newly formed wood cells that lie just inside the cambium. It acts as a major 
conductor of water and minerals for the tree; also known as xylem. 

Xylem Responsible for the transport of water and soluble mineral nutrients from 
the roots throughout the plant. 
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Getting Started 
Have students find a tree, and record 
their observations to the following 
questions: 
 

! Look closely at your tree. Do you 
notice any shapes or patterns? 
What colors and shapes are the 
leaves? 

 

! Touch the tree. How does it feel? 
What does the surface of the leaves 
feel like? 

 

! Smell your tree. Does it make you 
think of anything you have smelled 
before? How do the leaves smell? 

 

! Listen to the area around the tree. 
Does your tree or anything around 
it make sounds? 

 

! Do you see any bugs? 
 

! Are there any pods or nuts on the 
tree? 

 
Photosynthesis 
Discuss photosynthesis—the process of 
channeling energy from the sun by means 
of chlorophyll and converting the carbon 
dioxide in the air to produce nutrients for 
the tree and oxygen that is released into the 
atmosphere.  
 
Draw a diagram showing how plants use 
carbon dioxide and energy from sunlight to 
build molecules of sugar and release 
oxygen. 

 
 
Wisconsin Academic Standards:  Environmental Education – Questioning and Analysis (A); Science – Life and 
Environmental Science (F) 
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Feed A Tree 
In this experiment, students will study how sugar, water and minerals are transported in a 
vascular plant. For this activity you will need: 

! Celery 
! Red food coloring 
! Cup 
! Water 
 

Fill a cup with water and add a few drops of red food coloring. Place a stalk of celery (with the 
leaves pointing toward the ceiling) in the water. Leave it overnight. The next day, ask students 
to look at the celery. What do they see? 
 

Grow A Bean 
For this activity, students will plant and observe lima beans in four different conditions to test 
what plants need to grow. Plant a lima bean in four different cups. Label each cup and place it 
in a location so the following conditions are met: 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Cup 1: Provide the bean seed with soil, 
water and sunlight 
 
Cup 2: Provide the bean seed with soil and 
sunlight but no water 
 
Cup 3: Provide the bean seed with water 
and sunlight but no soil 
 
Cup 4: Provide the bean seed with soil and 
water but no sunlight 
 

Water the seeds each day (except for Cup # 2). Ask students to predict the growth of the 
seeds. After a week, ask students to check the progress of each bean seed. Were their 
predictions correct? Continue caring for each bean seed at least until the seed in cup #1 has 
outgrown its cup. Discuss the difference in the growth observed by the beans in each cup. 
What elements are needed for plants to grow? What happened to the bean in cup #4? 
 

Performance Connection 

! Elzéard planted a forest over a long period of time. What results would he have seen 
after a day of planting? After a year? 

! Quote from the show: "The oak trees Elzéard planted in 1913 were now as tall as I was."  
Different species grow at different rates. How long would it take different trees to 
grow as tall as you? 

 
Wisconsin Academic Standards:  Environmental Education – Questioning and Analysis (A); Science – Life and 
Environmental Science (F) 

$
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Why Are Trees Important? 
 
Mature trees create enough oxygen in a day to 
support a family of four, take up and release up to 
400 gallons of water every 24 hours, and provide 
hundreds of dollars worth of air conditioning in a 
year. Trees provide all these benefits while being a 
tangible link to the past. Trees provide many 
benefits including: 

 
Clean water Trees’ hair-like root fibers help filter groundwater. They trap nutrients and pollutants that 

are potential contaminants. Tree root networks filter contaminants in soils producing clean 
water. 

Soil protection 
and 
nourishment 

Tree roots hold soil in place so it cannot be easily blown away by wind or washed away by 
water; the decaying of dead tree parts returns nutrients to the soil. Without trees, heavy 
rains can wash soil into streams and rivers, creating avenues for nutrient pollution and 
habitat destruction, and increasing the likelihood of flooding. 

Storm water 
control 

Leaves and branches slow the movement of rain to the ground, allowing it to soak in slowly. 

Clean air Trees produce oxygen and absorb carbon dioxide. They also capture particulates (dust, 
pollen, etc.). 

Mineral and 
nutrient cycling 

Throughout their lives, trees cycle and utilize minerals and nutrients from the air, water, and 
soil. 

Habitat for 
wildlife 

Trees and forests provide homes for many different species of animals. 

Aesthetics Trees beautify urban and community areas such as parks, streets and schoolyards. 

Recreation and 
physical health 

Forests are great places for activities such as hiking, backpacking, skiing, hunting, and bird 
watching. Looking at trees makes people feel better. Studies have shown that hospital 
patients who can see trees outside their windows tend to recover more quickly than those 
who look out on pavement and buildings. 

Community 
spirit 

Planting and caring for neighborhood trees can bring residents together to improve their 
environment and build a sense of community and environmental stewardship. 

Natural source  
of medicines 

Trees provide substances with medicinal value. For example, taxol, a drug extracted from 
the bark of the yew, is used in treating cancer. 

Education Forested areas offer many resources as outdoor classrooms, nature centers, and trails. 

Economy Making room for trees in our cities provides job opportunities and a healthier environment. 
The forest industry also provides jobs for many people, from cabinetmakers to 
homebuilders. Trees planted for energy conservation help consumers save money. 

Energy Trees are used to shade homes and businesses, keeping them cool and conserving energy. 
In some parts of the world, trees are the main source of fuel for cooking food, warming 
houses, and running small businesses 

SOURCE:(www.treesaregood.com 
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Plant a Tree at Your School 
Discover ways to motivate kids to take action and plant a tree.  Visit the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources for links to free and low-cost class resources to support this 
project.  
! Have students think about why and where they are going to plant their tree. 
! Will the tree provide shade to a playground, beauty to a courtyard, or slow down storm 

water? 
! Does the school have a planting or landscape plan and can the tree be incorporated into 

it?  

 

Select a site with enough room for roots and branches 
to reach full size. Avoid overhead and underground 
utilities. (Diggers Hotline 1-800-242-8511) 
 

Remember that the job is not finished after planting—
-a newly planted tree needs to be watered weekly for 
the first six months and looked after for at least 3-5 
years.  
 

! Who’s going to water the tree after the event?  
! Who’s going to water the tree over the summer?  
! Do you need help from the school’s maintenance 

department?  
! Can a class or grade adopt the tree?  

Plant A Tree in Your Community 
In this activity, your class can work with a local grocery store to encourage the public to plant 
trees. 
! Ask a grocery store to donate a stack of unused brown bags for your students to decorate.  
! Distribute the bags to students and ask them to color images of trees and write a message 

explaining why planting a tree is so important.  
! When the decorations are complete, return the bags to the store for distribution to 

customers. 
 

An important factor in the success of this project is public awareness. Consider involving a 
local newspaper to spread the word in the community. 
 

Performance Connection 

! In Africa, The Man Who Planted Trees has helped inspire Nobel prize winner Wangari 
Matthai in a huge tree-planting project. How does her story contrast with activity in 
Madison? 

! What motivates people and organizations in their approach to the environment: money, 
publicity, votes, community benefits, prizes and awards? What limits their ability to be 
green? 

 
Wisconsin Academic Standards:  Environmental Education – Questioning and Analysis (A), Knowledge and 
Environmental Processes (B), Environmental Issue Investigation Skills (C), Decision and Action Skills (D), Personal and 
Civic Responsibility (E) 
 
 

http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/forestry/PolarBear/%00
http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/forestry/PolarBear/%00
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Dog Puppet 
 
Have students create dog sock 
puppets like the one in the 
performance. For this activity, you 
will need: 
 

An old sock 
Buttons 
Fur fabric 
Fabric glue 
Needle and thread 
Scissors 
Felt 

 

Place a sock on your hand and 
mark with a pen where you would 
like the eyes. Take two buttons 
and glue or sew them to the sock 
to make the eyes. Use a felt tip pen 
to draw the nose. Glue or sew fur 
fabric to the sock’s head for hair. 
Cut out ears, arms, legs and a tail 
from felt and sew or glue to the 
sock to finish the dog.  
 

 

 
  

 

 
Puppet Body 
 
Students can also use a show box, basket or other 
container as the base for their sock puppet. Decorate a 
basket and cut a hole in the bottom and manipulate 
the puppet through the basket. Encourage students to 
be creative and find new ways to move and 
manipulate their puppet. 
 
Wisconsin Academic Standards:  Art - Visual Communication and 
Expression (E), Visual Imagination and Creativity (L) 
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Puppet Theater 
Have students write short skits and stage a performance using their sock puppets.  Students 
can pair together to combine characters. Gather props from home or make sets and perform 
the skits in front of the class. 
 

! Create a character that includes a name, voice and mannerisms.  
! Establish a plot, setting and conflict.  
! Build tension or suspense in the plot.  
! Show the events of the story rather than using dialogue like in the performance.  

 
 

Performance Connection 

Use the story line from The Man 
Who Planted Trees for the above 
puppet theater activity. Have 
students explore the different 
characters’ point of views, and 
the decision-making process of 
their society.   
 

! What if Elzéard hadn't 
bothered planting trees? 

! What if he had wanted 
payment for his work? 

! What if he had been 
given a big award for it? 

! What if others had helped 
him? 

! What if he had waited to 
find out who the land 
belonged to first? 

 
The politician claimed the forest 
for the people of France. What 
difference does it make whether 
the land is owned by 'the people' 
or by a nameless landowner? 
 

 

 
Wisconsin Academic Standards:  Language Arts – Writing (B); Theater – Performance (B), Theater Production (E) 
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Review the Performance 
Write a review of the performance.  Give the show a rating, out of five stars. 
 
*For each positive star, discuss 
one thing you liked about the 
performance.  (Example, for a 
five-star rating, describe five 
things you liked and why you 
liked them.) 
 
*For each star under five, discuss 
one thing you did not enjoy 
about the performance.  
(Example, for a three-star rating, 
list three things you liked and 
two things you do not enjoy.)  

 

! SET: What props and set pieces did you see? Did the set change during the play? How was it 
moved or changed? Was there any space besides the stage where the action took place?  

! LIGHTS/SOUND: How did the lights set the mood of the play? How did they change 
throughout? What do you think “house lights” are? How do they differ from stage lights? Did 
you notice different areas of lighting?  Was there music in the play? How did it add to the 
performance? 

! COSTUMES: What did you think about the costumes? Do you think they fit the story? What 
things do you think the costume designers had to consider before creating the costumes?  

! ACTORS: What about the actors? Do you think they were able to bring the characters to life? 
Did you feel caught up in the story? What things do you think the actors had to work on in 
order to make you believe they were the characters? 

 
What was your favorite part of the performance? Did you have a least favorite part of the 
performance? Why? Were there any additional aspects of the show that stood out to you? What did 
you like most about those aspects of the show?  How did the performance make you feel? 
 
Draw or Paint your Impression of the Performance 
Draw or paint a picture that expresses how the show made you feel.  Or draw or paint your impression 
of the performance, using shapes, lines, colors, patterns and other elements from your imagination 
that convey qualities of the show. 
 
Performance Feedback 
We love to hear from you.  Send you performance reviews and/or drawings to: 
 
Education Department 
Overture Center for the Arts 

 
201 State Street, Madison, WI 53703 

Wisconsin Academic Standards:  Art – Visual Communication and Expression (E), Personal and Social Development  
(I); Language Arts – Writing (B), Theater – Play Analysis and Reading (A)  
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Science Resources 
Kids’ Gardening Projects 
 
 
Environmental Resources 
North American Association for Environmental Education 
American Forests 
Alliance for Community Trees 
The National Arbor Day Foundation 
Project Learning Tree 
Trees Are Good 
 
 
Books 

Johnny Appleseed by Rosemary & Stephen Vincent Benet 
The Curious Garden by Peter Brown 
How the Ladies Stopped the Wind by Bruce McMillan 
Planting the Trees of Kenya by Claire Nivola 
Curious George Plants a Tree by Monica Perez 
The Man Who Lived in a Hollow Tree by Anne Shelby 
Hope is an Open Heart by Lauren Thompson 
Wangari’s Trees of Peace by Jeanette Winter 
Johnny Appleseed by Jane Yolen 

 
For older readers: 

Forest Born by Shannon Hale 
Toby Alone by Timothee de Fombelle 
The Unfinished Angel by Sharon Creech 

http://www.kids-outdoor-activities.suite101.com/%00
http://eelink.net/pages/EE-Link+Introduction%00
http://eelink.net/pages/EE-Link+Introduction%00
http://eelink.net/pages/EE-Link+Introduction%00
http://www.actrees.org/%00
http://www.arborday.org/%00
http://www.plt.org/%00
http://www.treesaregood.com/%00
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SCIENCE 
Life and Environmental Science 
F.1 Understand the structure and function of cells, organs, tissues, organ systems, and whole organisms 
F.2 Show how organisms have adapted structures to match their functions, providing means of 

encouraging individual and group survival within specific environments 
F.8 Show through investigations how organisms both depend on and contribute to the balance or 

imbalance of populations and/or ecosystems, which in turn contribute to the total system of life on 
the planet  

F.9 Explain how some of the changes on the earth are contributing to changes in the balance of life and 
affecting the survival or population growth of certain species 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION 
Questioning and Analysis 
A.1 Identify environmental issue questions that can be investigated using resources and equipment 

available  
A.2 Collect information from a variety of resources, conduct experiments, and develop possible solutions 

to their investigations 
A.3 Use techniques such as modeling and simulating to organize information gathered in their 

investigations 
A.4 Use critical-thinking strategies to interpret and analyze gathered information  
A.5 Use the results of their investigations to develop answers, draw conclusions, and revise their personal 

understanding 
A.6 Communicate the results of investigations by using a variety of media and logically defend their 

answers  
 
Knowledge and Environmental Processes and Systems 
B.5 Give examples of human impact on various ecosystems 
B.8 Explain interactions among organisms or populations of organisms 
B.9 Explain how the environment is perceived differently by various cultures 
B.10 Explain and cite examples of how humans shape the environment  
 
Environmental Issue Investigation Skills 
C.1 Define and provide examples of environmental issues, explaining the role of beliefs, attitudes, and 

values 
 
Decision and Action Skills 
D.1 Identify options for addressing an environmental issue and evaluate the consequences of each  
 option 
D.2 List the advantages and disadvantages of short-term and long-term solutions to an environmental 

issue or problem 
D.3 List reasons why an individual or group chooses to participate or not participate in an environmental 

activity in the home, school, or community 
D.5 Explain how personal actions can impact an environmental issue; e.g., doing volunteer work in 

conservation 
D.6 Develop a plan for improving or maintaining some part of the local environment and identify their 

role in accomplishing this plan 
 
Personal and Civic Responsibility 
E.1 Formulate a personal plan for environmental stewardship 
E.2 Explain the importance of characteristics (such as, trust, patience, self-discipline, respect, and open-

mindedness) that enable people to function together to resolve environmental issues 
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LANGUAGE ARTS 
Writing 
B.1 Create or produce writing to communicate with different audiences for a variety of purposes 

! Write expressive pieces in response to reading, viewing, and life experiences (narratives, reflections, and 
letters) employing descriptive detail and a personal voice 

! Write creative pieces (poetry, fiction, and plays) employing basic aesthetic principles appropriate to 
each genre 

 
THEATER 
Play Reading and Analysis   
A.1 Attend a live theatre performance and discuss the experience 

! explain what happened in the play 
! identify and describe the characters 
! say what they liked and didn’t like 
! describe the scenery, lighting and/or costumes 

 
Performance 
B.1 Create a character through physical movement, adapting movement and making physical choices to 

fit the requirements of the scene 
B.2 Create a character verbally, adapting language choices and dialogue to fit requirements of the scene 
 
Theater Production 
E.1 Improvise a scene or play with a problem or conflict 
E.2 Script their scene or play using proper scripting format 
E.3 Develop an understanding of design by creating a floor plan or visual  representation of a play or 

literature selection 
E.4 Analyze a play and determine appropriate setting, lighting, costume, and make-up requirements 
E.7 Rehearse and perform a scene or play for peers or invited guests 
 
 
ART 
Visual Communication and Expression 
E.1 Communicate basic ideas by producing studio art forms, such as drawings, paintings, prints, sculpture, 

jewelry, fibers, and ceramics 
E.5 Use the visual arts to express ideas that cannot be expressed by words alone 
 
Personal and Social Development 
I.1 Use art to understand how they feel 
I.2 Make art that shows how they sometimes feel 
I.3 Talk or write about feelings in a work of art 
I.4 Recognize their own feelings when they look at work of art 
I.7 Work alone and with others to develop visual ideas and objects 
 
Visual Imagination and Creativity 
L.1 Use their knowledge, intuition, and personal experiences to develop ideas for artwork 
L.7 Exhibit imagination by interpreting situations from more than one point of view 
 



THEATER ETIQUETTE AND EXPERIENCES

We have a wonderful opportunity at this performance to help youth learn about attending  
live performances. 

Please discuss the following with your students:
1.  Sometimes young people do not realize how a live performance differs from watching a movie or 

television show. A live presentation has not been pre-recorded with the mistakes edited out. This 
makes it riskier for the performer and more exciting for the audience. It also means the audience 
has a real contribution to make to the overall event. Each audience member affects those around 
him/her as well as the performer. Concentrate to help the performers. The audience gives energy 
to the performer who uses that energy to give life to the performance. 

2. An usher will show you where to sit. Walk slowly and talk quietly as you enter the theater.

3. For safety’s sake, do not lean over or sit on the balcony railings or box ledges. Please be careful on 
the stairs. Avoid horseplay and running throughout the building.

4. If necessary, use the restroom before the performance begins. Adults need to accompany  
young students. 

5. You may talk quietly to the people next to you until the performance begins.

6. When the lights in the theater begin to dim, it is the signal that the performance is about to 
begin. Stop talking and turn your attention to the stage.

7. Stay in your seat throughout the entire performance.

8. During the performance, listen quietly and watch closely. Talking during the performance will 
distract other audience members and performers. Try not to wiggle too much and don’t kick  
the seat in front of you. These disruptions make it hard for others around you to concentrate 
on the show.

9. Sometimes during a performance you may respond by laughing, crying, or sighing. By all means 
feel free to do so! LAUGHING IS APPROPRIATE. (Teachers, please do not hush the students while 
they are laughing.) If something is funny, it’s good to laugh. If you like something a lot, applaud. 
This will let the performers know that you are enjoying the show.

10. At the end of the show, applaud to say thank you to the performers. The performers will bow to 
acknowledge your appreciation and thank you for coming.

11. When the lights get brighter in the theater, the show is over. Stay in your seats until the OnStage 
Coordinator dismisses your school. 

12. Please remember:

Please inform your adult chaperones that ushers will be available throughout the performance if 
there are any difficulties.
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